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Keyes, Frances Parkinson Blue Camellia 


Messner. Feb. 1,1957. 432p. $3.85. 


The highlight news item this review that Frances 
Parkinson Keyes has written another best seller. This 
latest story set principally southwest Louisiana, 
although begins raging blizzard northern 
Brent and Mary Winslow decide leave the 
Midwest and settle primitive part Louisiana 
already inhabited few Cajuns. After their arrival 
the Winslows become very friendly with the neighbor- 
ing Villac family. Through the real estate transactions 
the enterprising Duson brothers, and through the 
industry the settlers this area Louisiana prospers 
rice-growing country. The Winslow’s only child, 
Lavinia, courted two Cajun boys, Claude Villac 
and Felix Primeau, but Lavinia gives her heart Felix. 
When she seventeen and deeply love with him, 
Lavinia learns that Felix has run off join ship’s 
crew. Finally, although she does not love him, she 


marries Claude and becomes dutiful wife. Eventu- 
ally Felix returns and accidentally kills Claude. De- 
spondent over this deed Felix commits suicide. Lavinia, 
despite her despair, convinced her father that she 
should join him his experiments with rice. has 
been using cross pollination with the help bees and 
attempting through “selection” obtain the finest 
quality rice. time Brent Winslow, with Lavinia’s 
help, succeeds developing the highest grade rice, 
and the family’s “blue symbol the 
impossible—is discovered. Lavinia realizes that she has 
much live for and that tragedy balenced suc- 
cess and achievement. 


this study two generations Frances Parkinson 
Keyes exemplifies why she considered major writer 
her publishers and grubstreet figure intellectuals. 
the laudatory side, Mrs. Keyes has done voluminous 
research, and the amount detail she presents truly 
amazing. All her novels have this feature, and she 


| 
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particularly thorough describing clothes, food, and 
geographic locale. Her portraits Cajun family cus- 
toms—especially marriage ceremonies and funeral prac- 
tices—are excellent. She also draws the pioneer settle- 
ment Crowley minutely, well turn-of-the-cen- 
tury New Orleans; and yet all Mrs. Keyes’ research 
indicative more industry than inspiration. 

Also, order attract the reader, she emphasizes the 
romantic element. this novel have dashing, 
quick-tempered, handsome Felix and devoted, stable, 
and desirable Claude love with passionate, intelli- 
gent, and well-educated heroine. addition, the story 
moves quickly—frequently gallops—in highly read- 
able fashion. With less expert handling the voluminous 
detail would encumber the narrative and, perhaps, even 
it. 

the negative side, one finds little depth the story 
and the characters. curious that much back- 
ground detail does not give the story some depth. Mrs. 
Keyes’ comments, insights, and style are ordinary; 
receive penetrating perceptions people life; 
search futilely for delicate nuances style and 
technique. 

Yet, spite her shortcomings, Mrs. Keyes has con- 
siderable audience appeal her phenomenal popu- 
larity suggests. Despite the disdain the avant-garde, 
there certainly place for this sort writing. Every 
reader certainly not geared Graham Greene, 
Aldous Huxley, George Orwell. She able write 
popularly without appeal vulgarity, obscenity, 
sensationalism. There are moments the present 
time when this mean feat. suspect that her 
writing more the taste women than men. 
suspect, too, that her many devoted readers demand 
only fast-moving, well-detailed, romantic narrative. 
Mrs. Keyes admirably satisfies these requirements. 

Paul Doyle, Ph.D., 
Fordham University, 


New York, New York 


Gann, Ernest Twilight for the Gods 
Sloane. Jan. 21,1957. 306p. $3.95. 
(Literary Guild Choice—February 

During the past year there has been minor flurry 
books about the passing the commercial sailing 
vessel, that depended wind and canvas alone, 
lament for vanishing type that goes back Phoenician 
times. The present work one these, novel, this 
time, but claimed its author true all respects 
save the alteration names. The author, real sailor, 
sets out show exactly “the way was” with one 
dying barque, the Cannibal, whose final voyage the 
matter his the end the ship fails, but rather 
than sell her for scrap the captain puts match her. 
The theme nearly identical with the author’s recent 


best seller, The High and the Mighty. 


The Cannibal sails from Papeete, one the South Sea 
islands, bound for Mexico with cargo copra and 
dozen passengers who use this mode travel because 
they haven’t the money for better accommodations. 
The captain takes these deck passengers effort 
make the voyage pay. She starts out with leak the 
hold, undermanned crew, and old equipment dating 
back the nineteenth century, when she was built. 


Best 


Captain Bell old fashioned hero, brave, able, 
sionally tempted forget his worries the bottle, but 
gamely striving make financial against too great 
odds. thousand miles out, the leak slowly enlarging, 
his pump cracks, and the captain forced run for 
the nearest port, Honolulu. Everyone board joins 
voluntarily bailing with buckets during the last ten 
days the water slowly creeps the hold. 
they finally stagger into Honolulu with the decks nearly 
level with the sea. 

makes good story, the suspense, the courageous 
fight, the sea lore, the slow death the barque; but 
more particularly the entwined lives the strange 
assortment human beings, welded together for time 
fight for survival. these the author con- 
centrates and gradually unfolds the life each them. 
style this work does not come the great sea 
writers like Conrad, but has the same elements, ably 
presented good not great writer. Some the 
characters and scenes restrict the novel adult readers, 
but the author’s intention honorable and clear, 
present the picture one the last sailing vessels, 


“the way was.” 
Fr. Bruno McAndrew, 
St. Anselm’s Priory, 
Washington, 
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Our Glad 


Warren, Joyce 
Harper. Jan. 23,1957. 304p. $3.50. 


Miss Warren has written careful bok about middle Kathe 
class family from the English shallow, 
faintly whimsical people who hail from the gray, damp- Charlie 
ish Devonshire vilage called Tor where Fred and Holly understar 
Miller own and operate the Nag’s Head Inn and their All the 
five daughters grow the casual, cheerful atmos hours 
phere this friendly pub. This arra 
There something determinedly good-natured about long 
Our Glad, both the book and the heroine the 
Glad herself joins traveling troupe pierrots and 

bit bit becomes star the circumscribed world 
the concert party. There intimation that she after tit 
achieve really spectacular successes one day; but Some 
leave her bidding goodbye forever Tor and the in, especi: 
past, setting off for London and new glamour but she 
bigger, beter revue. She has grown from gangling, charine 
self-assured little girl into tall, ungrammatical, Charlie 
assured young woman 32; has married and been con 
widowed; and has still somehow never quite grown 
up, even come quite alive for us. There are Minutes, 
profundities grasp Glad her four sisters, all logical. 
whom follow her into the show business world one character: 
capacity another, her parents; yet they all author 
remain just out reach, inaccessible perhaps because the 
their very shallowness. lieve 
This lack depth her characters makes improbable 
situations even more improbable. Because never ‘ling 
actually see her the course what are told are 

grueling rehearsals, difficult for believe that 

Glad has truly become star. Because never see 

her sister Lily with the young man she marries, Jackson, 
impossible imagine her Lady Leake. And Farrar, Str: 
goes. Raising 
One appreciates, certainly, the great care with Jackson 
Miss Warren has detailed her background; she knows four 
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every operation woolen mill, has studied her 
Devonshire village with real devotion, has learned all 
about concert parties the period right around the 
first World War. This novel was written with the aid 
Eugene Saxton Fellowship Grant; many ways, 
Miss Warren’s Fellowship showing just little too 
much. She has drawn beautiful background, but the 
characters who should presumably enliven somehow 
never get more than few steps front the back- 
drop. 

Anita Monsees, 

Ithaca, New York 


Gill, Brendan The Day the Money Stopped 
Doubleday. Jan. 24,1957. 193p. $2.95. 


Charlie Morrow returns the Connecticut town where 
was born hear his father’s will read. His father 
was extremely wealthy, and Charlie expects large 
bequest even though has received thousands 
dollars from his father from time time pay debts. 
Charlie learns from his brother Richard that will 
not receive any money, only his father’s wine, watch, 
and books. order force Richard and his sweet 
sister Kathe give him part their inheritance, 
deduces that their father had had affair with his 
secretary, and illegitimate child resulted. Kathe 
admits that their father previously had driven their 
mother insanity because she had been involved im- 
properly with his brother. After forcing Richard and 
Kathe give him some their money under threat 
blackening the father’s good name, the unpredictable 
Charlie refuses accept it, and departs after romantic 
understanding with Richard’s secretary. 

All the action the novel takes place about two 
hours and half, and all told conversation. 
This arrangement unwieldy because the dialogue 
too long for the content. overburdens the book and 
monotony results. While the author intended tour- 
de-force, his dialogue not witty clever enough 
sustain interest. Action can related only long; 
after time one must see it. 


Some the chief characters are impossible believe 
in, especially Kathe. She not represented stupid, 
but she would have order have such sac- 
charine character. Then, too, the romance between 
Charlie and Ellen Wells frightfully unrealistic. While 
conceivable—though certainly improbable—that 
two people could love conversing about thirty 
minutes, the author does not make this romance seem 
logical. The romance there, not result the 
characters’ actions conversations, but because the 
author feels romance should present. Then, too, 
from the way Charlie presented, difficult be- 
lieve his regeneration the end. This novel 
unfortunate demonstration author ineptly han- 
dling both his characters and the book’s structure. 


Paul Doyle, Ph.D. 


Jackson, Shirley Raising Demons 
Farrar, Straus Cudahy. Jan. 310p. $3.50. 

Raising Demons continues the account life the 
Jackson household, (the professor, the author-wife and 
four progeny), begun Life Among the Savages. Ac- 
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tually the children are neither savages nor demons, but 
probably quite normal American children with the 
usual gremlin ability complicate gracious living. 
Shirley Jackson’s report domestic crises, activities and 
antics verges the clinical. Or, one might say, epi- 
sodes are described vivid stream-of-consciousness 
style, with reader hilarity the object sometimes achieve 
and sometimes lost sheer exhaustion. 
There mad pace ridiculous happenings. Other 
families have accumulated too much equipment, para- 
phernalia and incunabula but they probably don’t take 
four months move all into much larger four- 
apartment house with crooked gatepost. Laurie’s 
sneaker disappears and for eight pages the readers hunt 
wildly with the whole family through all corners 
the Jackson house, only end with the lost sneaker 
but not its mate. broken down refrigerator hauled 
out suspicion intent murder. Two weeks later 
the kitchen has not only new refrigerator, but dish- 
washer and new linoleum. Familiar familia, but 
told the Jacksons they are thre act comedy—and 
all laugh with them. 

Nonetheless, this dose family hilarity that just 
little too concentrated for the taste this reviewer. 
Published single essays, some the chapters 
originally were, they would easier take. This 
applies such episodes the following: When father 
asked judge beauty contest, the family goes into 
seclusion. old girl friend warns that she coming 
pay visit, and mother turns the house upside down 
cleaning orgy. Little League baseball takes over 
the town’s summer schedule. The family has week- 
end New York. There nothing nostalgic, nothing 
sentimental, about these reminiscences. 

Most readers will derive some enjoyment out con- 
gratulating themselves that their households are not 


zany this one. 
Kathleen Enzler, 
Bethesda, Maryland 


Fish, Rachel Ann The Running Iron 
Coward-McCann. Jan. 24,1957. 380p. $3.95. 


Alabama after the Civil War. finds adjustment 
hard that migrates cattle ranch Wyoming. 
Besides this main story, there much space devoted 
his friends and family. 


The story touches many points. Indians, men look- 
ing for gold the Black Hills, even Yankee Sea 
Captain, receive attention. fact this wide variety 
scene and character which the main defect the 
book. trying too much interest killed. You never 
develop deep understanding for any the char- 
acters and whenever flame interest stirred, the 
story off tell about someone else. 


James Ball, 
Buffalo, New York 


Schmitt, Gladys 
Dial. Jan. 18,1957. 343p. $3.50. 


Frieda Hartmann, both the heroine and the narrator 
this novel Gladys Schmitt, tells her story 


Small Fire 
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perhaps the most flatulent prose ever found 
outside self-help best seller. Her girlish enthusiasm 
for details considerably irritating, particularly when 
she makes superfluous comments even about significant 
dialogue. Then her brave gaiety, despite all adversity, 
embarrassingly akin that Kitty Foyle (not 
Christopher Morley’s Cinderella but soap opera’s). 
Even her pedantry appraising music and her solemn 
wisdom mother-confessor some her students 
will leave many readers limp with exacerbation. 


But the story itself aid defining Frieda’s char- 
acter. She confronted the beginning school 
year, being the member the music department 
fine arts college, with new and elusive colleague, 
Arthur Sanes, man, according the jacket, “of un- 
realized ability.” Some readers may consider him in- 
stead smug snob psychopathic boor. Arthur 
least condescending toward Frieda—he haughti- 
aloof from everyone else—and they eventually 
fall love. But Arthur’s love somewhat fugitive. 
Questions then loom Frieda’s mind. Rumors urge 
the authenticity—to cite word for which she has 
remarkable these questions. Arthur’s 
past, insinuated, has been hardly edifying. Even 
his professional reputation and integrity are dubious. 
Consequently Frieda baffled, say the least, not 
the reader. 


The tale, however, not solely about the romance 
Frieda and Arthur. Instead the jacket promises, 
told against brilliantly evoked background aca- 
demic life, with skillfully interwoven sub-plot about 
students and penetrating characterizations teachers 
and visiting celebrities.” This may another way 
saying that portrays group petty, decadent, 
amoral Bohemians. One instance that “penetrating” 
characterization the young woman student who com- 
mits fornication acquire emotional depth! 


The narrative does conclude haply, not happily, for 
Frieda, when her perceptive mind solves the problem 
Arthur’s elusiveness. Arthur, seems, has 
treacherous memory—this apparently the explanation 
for all his enigmatic conduct. Meanwhile Frieda has 
gone through agonizing torments over him, and will 
anyone who bothers read this novel. 


Brendan Larnen, O.P., 
Providence College, 
Providence, Rhode Island 


Harwood, Alice Seats the Mighty 
Bobbs-Merrill. Dec. 19, 1956. 469p. $4.50. 


James Stuart, earl Moray and half-brother the 
tragic queen the Scots, should fascinating sub- 
ject for study. Sagacious and commanding, won 
distinction his own merit more than his illegiti- 
mate but acknowledged royalty; was extremely ac- 
tive the machinations that went around the 
throne Mary and took money from Elizabeth, yet 
many occasions displayed remarkable honesty 
and loyalty. became regent Scotland during 
stormy time and met violent death the hands 
his enemies. James led eventful life during 
eventful era; but about his life—or the first part it, 
through the birth heir the Scotch throne— 


Riiber 


Best 


Alice Harwood has written novel which fails sus 
tain interest. 


Miss Harwood’s book lacks interest not because she 
fails sympathy for her subject—she has much 
sympathy that amounts adulation—but because 
her preoccupation with thesis and her lack care 
for the essentials good narrative. What she has 
written not much novel devout tract for the 
more uncritical adherents the reformed 
James Stuart himself could not have presented more 
clearly the case his wanting take dowry after 
abandoning proposed marriage; for his crying out 
for religious freedom and helping, the same time, 
further every effort suppress Catholicism; for his 
looking askance French aid one Scottish faction 
while seeking English aid for another. There are times 
when the story brought halt for meditations 
which James reveals his rectitude. the other hand, 
there are complexities that are left completely un- 
solved. Miss Harwood depicts her hero good and 
serious student but she gives him intelligence the 
the dogmatic questions involved the religious revolu- 
tion; fact she makes very little comment the 
nature that revolt. The simple attitude that all 
things Catholic are wrong and all things Protestant are 
for some unexplained reason either good excusable 
may have satisfied unlettered Scots the sixteenth 
century but something more expected twentieth- 
century The anxiety always justify James 
part accountable for the way which the story 
halts but there also this book about stirring times 
notable failure capitalize important events 
leading them and detailing them. Much the 
space given rhetorical questions and exclamations 
should have been devoted narrative detail. Besides, 
the author has habit introducing conclusions which 
take for granted thought processes never revealed 
the reader. 


This apology which assumes, instead demon- 
strating, the righteousness its thesis; pedestrian 
book about exciting age. 


William Hill, 
Wernersville, Pennsylvania 
and the Heavenly Choir 
World. Jan. 28, 1957. 150p. $3.00. 


This bok different! Johannes gives his readers 
surprisingly fresh and gentle and entertaining novel. 
Set sometimes the future, Bach and the Heavenly 
Choir the story Pope Gregory (followed “bold 
Roman and his campign canonize Bach. 
There whimsical lightheartedness about the whole 
thing: imagine Pope love with music that 
desires the culmination his papal career the 
canonization Johann Sebastian Bach; imagine world 
free other pressures that can concern itself 
about this. 


Riiber writes—or least translated Maurice 
Michael fairy tale style. slightly mystical 
quality pervades the book. The author weaves many 
words describing the beauty moment, but never 
gets around placing the story time. His char- 
acters have finely drawn one-sidedness, but other 
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dimensions. Although pokes gentle fun the 
stufiness many his theologians, never dis- 
respectful. 


Johannes Riiber has obviously enjoyed the telling his 
tale. And there pure delight and charming refresh- 
ment the reading it. 


Joan Lonergan, 

Catholic University America 
Library, 

Washington, 


Whipple, 
Pirate: Rascals the Spanish Main 
Doubleday. Jan. 24,1957. 285p. $4.50. 


Pirates and piracy have been fairly universal their 
distribution throughout time and space; but the 
Caribbean Sea during the and early XIXth 
centuries there flourished nest piracy which writ 
itself large the pages our early history. Mr. 
Whipple, articles-editor Life magazine, has written 
interesting and fairly accurate summary account 
the pirates those days, their careers and inevitable 
fates. describes the development piracy from the 
earlier activities buccaneer and privateer their 
efforts break Spanish domination the New World, 
efforts that were not only sanctioned but supported 
well wealth hungry England. But with Spanish 
power broken and English colonies firmly established, 
the pirates now represented infringement upon 
English vested interests; they were plague that must 
wiped out. The extinction the plague, however, 
required almost century and half. 


the main the pirates the Spanish Main centered 
their activities where Atlantic met Caribbean, between 
the tip Florida and the northern coast South 
America, area dotted with islands—Cuba, Haiti, 
Jamaica, Puerto Rico, the Virgins, the Bahamas, the 
Leewards, the Barbados. From these the plague 
piracy spread along the eastern coast North America 
all the way Maine, with the best-known pirate hole 
inside Cape Hatteras Ocracoke Island and Pimlico 
Sound. There are chapters tracing the careers such 
men Kidd, Thomas Tew, Vane, Rackham, Anne 
Bonney, Mary Reade, Flood, and, course, Edward 
Teach, the infamous Blackbeard. Major attention 
given Woodes Rogers’s work cleaning pirates from 
the West Indies the XVIIIth century and David 
Porter’s effort expel them from Spanish bases the 
Two final chapters describe the continuing 
hunt for buried pirate treasure and annotate bibliog- 
raphy for further reading matters piratical. 


All all, Mr. Whipple has written excellent book 
what becomes introduction American piracy. 
The book suitable mainly for adults; but should not 
harm mature secondary-school readers. 


Asimov, Isaac The Naked Sun 
Doubleday. Jan. 24,1957. 187p. $2.95. 


With the aid marvelously efficient robots, men had 
colonized the planets outer space but had turned 
against their mother-planet, Earth, whose teeming mil- 
lions lived rigidly urban economy under strict 
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rationing and conditioned that they never left their 
city’s environs; scarcely ever did they even dare look 
upon the light day. Between Spacers and Earthmen 
were hatred and misunderstanding; but the militarily 
superior Spacers kept Earth check. previous 
tale, Caves Steel, Asimov introduced Plainclothes- 
man Elijah Bailey, who was called solve murder 
Daneel Olivaw. Here Elijah called the planet 
Solaris solve murder with the help 
Daneel. does so; but, more importantly, discovers 
sociclogical solution Earth’s problems. 


This ingeniously plotted, tightly woven tale 
detection and sociological science-fiction, suitable for 
adults and cut above the average offering this field. 


Leonard Wolf, 
University Scranton 


Cowan, Thomas (Editor) 
The American Jurisprudence Reader 

Oceana Publications. Oct. 30, 1956. $3.50. 
$1.00) 
Pollack, Ervin (Editor) The Brandeis Reader 
Oceana Publications. Oct. 1956. 256p. $3.50. (Paper, 
$1.00) 
Konefsky, Samuel 

The Legacy Holmes and Brandeis. 

Study the Influence Ideas 
Macmillan. Nov. 13, 1956. 316p. $6.00. 
his book Selections Ethics (1929), autographed 
copy which was given the reviewer fellow 
law student, Professor Cowan developed the subject 
from Plato and Aristotle Kant and Mill. Asserting 
that recent decades science and philosophy their 
relation law have received widespread attention from 
American law students and that jurisprudence 
America has come age, the Reader Jurisprudence, 
setting aside the historical approach, attempts pre- 
sent, brief and elementary fashion the subject 
will permit, cross section the work being done 
American scholars. Defining Jurisprudence the sum 
total organized reflections the nature law and 
its relation other learned disciplines, the subject 
viewed from three aspects: Part Philosophical—Legal 
Idealism, Natural Law, Pragmatism, Logical Positivism; 
Part II, Analytical—In Court, Defined, Definition 
Legal Conceptions, Hierarchy Legal Norms; Part III, 
Sociological—In Court, General Theory, The 
Legal Experimentalism. Editorial comment introduces 
the reader each part and most the subheads. 
There generous supply footnotes. 


deference the Holmes Reader, published 1955, 
reference made the views Mr. Justice 
Holmes; credit given the Brandeis Brief for intro- 
ducing the use social science materials legal pro- 
ceedings. Excerpts are included from Mr. Justice Bren- 
nan’s dissenting opinion member the Supreme 
Court New Jersey, the section Natural Law; 
from Mr. Justice Cardozo’s Nature the Judicial 
Process, the section the General Theory Socio- 
logical Jurisprudence; and from his opinion the 
Palsgraf case the New York Court Appeals, 
the section Analytical Jurisprudence Court. 
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addition the editor’s Report the Status 
Philosophy Law the United States,” excerpts 
from “Legal Pragmatism and Beyond” and his “Postu- 
lates for Experimental Jurisprudence,” the Reader con- 
tains portions four the works Roscoe Pound 
and from those twenty-four other American scholars. 
The only non-American author included John 
Austin. 

There are those who believe that much can learned 
from ancient landmarks and that the light afforded 
those Beacons and Giants has not been fully under- 
stood appreciated great many American 
scholars. There are those who will find difficult 
reconcile the claim maturity with the statement 
that American philosophical speculation appears 
individual enterprise and that the present era one 
crisis and confusion. None the less there are those 
who believe that knowledge, truth and justice are not 
beyond the horizon, the attainable. 


comparison between the Holmes 
Readers now possible, their use made more fruitful 
and productive because the light thrown upon the 
subject the excellent discussion Professor Konef- 
sky. All three volumes will helpful the solution 
fascinating subject perennial interest, how 
much the emient jurists had common, how much 
they differed background, approach, the scope 
and range their philosophies, and their influence 


history. 
John Murphy, 
Chief Judge, District Court, 
Middle District Pennsylvania 


Wolfe, Bertram Khrushchev and Stalin’s Ghost 
Praeger. Nov. 16, 1956. 322p. Index. $3.95. 


Stalin died 1953. has been blamed for much 
since then, but least did not name successor. 


HEADLINERS 
Book and Classification Author and Review 
FICTION 
Peyton Place (IV) Metalious 
Don’t Near the Water (IV) Brinkley July 15, 
The Tribe That Lost Its Head Nov. 
The Fountain Overflows (1) West Jan. 15, ’57 
Auntie Mame (Ila) Dennis Oct. 
Compulsion (III) Levin Dec. 
King Paris (IIb) Endore Oct. 
The Last Hurrah (Ila) O’Connor 15, 
Jericho’s Daughters (IIb) Wellman 
The Loving Couple (Ila) Rowans Oct. 15, 
These Thousand Hills (III) Guthrie Nov. 15, 
Anglo-Saxon Attitudes (IIb) Wilson Dec. 
The Success (IIb) Howe Nov. 15, 
NON-FICTION 
The Nun’s Story (Ila) Hulme Sept. 15, 
This Hallowed Ground (1) Catton Nov. 15, 
Men Match Mountains (1) Stone Nov. 15, 
Much Ado About Allen Nov. 15, ’56 
The New World (Ila) Churchill 
The Story Whitehead Jan. 15, 
Three Saints and Sinner Tharp Nov. 15, 
Autumn Across America Teale Nov. 
The Life the Party (Ila) Cerf Oct. 15, 


His favorites inherited his mantle, but the shuffle 
for size, the ill fit was blamed the style, the 
tailor, and finally the previous owner. That 
came evident when the present Communist Party 
retary, Khrushchev, attacked his erstwhile 
factor, Stlain, closed session the Twentieth 
Party Congress. 


This open repudiation the harsher aspects Stalin- 
ism was surprise some Soviet experts. Party 
members needed re-assurance that their heads would 
not roll the Leader’s whimsy. restore this con- 
fidence the party rank and file, Khrushchev had 
declare that Stalinism, too, had died—in part. And 
earnest this, the executor Berea was sum- 
marily removed from the scene early. 

Bertram Wolfe has been too long observer the 
Soviet Scene deceived seven hours “Khrush- 
chevating.” After brief background analysis the 
setting the 20th Party Congress, Wolfe quotes the 
full text Khrushchev’s famous de-Stalinizing speech 
and parallel text comments the major issues 
raised. expected, Stalin’s ghost still speaks through 
Khrushchev—a spectre not easy shake off. The 
whole lengthy speech boiled down one long promise 
treat Party members better. 


This book needed writing realistically sober some 
the extreme hopes raised this “repudiation” 
Stalin. The obvious haste with which the book was 
written and published resulted questionable ar- 
rangement and errors typography, which feel both 
author and publisher regret. will come sur- 
prise one who has read this book that less than 
year later Khrushchev can say: “We are all good 
Stalinists,” for never denied it. 


Walter Jaskievicz, 
Institute Russian Studies, 
Fordham University, 

New York, New York 


Yershov, Peter Comedy the Soviet Theater 
Praeger. Jan 280p. $5.00. 


Michael Koriakov (in “Thought”; vol. No. 100; 
Spring 1951) called Soviet literature “Dictatorship 
Mediocrity.” Soviet theater, particularly since the 
beginning the Stalin era, can hardly escape similar 
definition. The vitality expanding and experi- 
mental theater which was initially encouraged rather 
than obliterated the Revolution, was gradually 
undermined steadily encroaching government and 
party interference and control. The process 
generation was dramatized the subordination all 
theaters the Committee Art Affairs, responsible 
the Council the People’s Commissars. Moreover, 
the Party’s Central Committee and the local Party 
committees exercise active supervision over the 
theaters. “Socialist realism,” i.e., attempt evade 
the actual means explaining away terms 
Party ideology, and “Party militancy” have replaced 
freedom artistic creation and self-expression. 


Within this narrow cadre, Soviet playwrights are mak- 
ing heroic efforts meet the needs new audience, 
clamoring for new plays. Peter Yershov who taught 
literature the Theatrical School Odessa and the 
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University Odessa, throws new light these 
Actors for the Moldavian and Bulgarian Theaters” 
which contributed earlier symposium the 
“Research Program,” entitled “Soviet Theaters: 1917- 
1941.” this new book, Yershov concentrates 
Comedy the Soviet Theater. himself points 
out the Foreword, has assembled collection 
sketches which may serve materials for history 
Soviet comedy, rather than written such history him- 
self. 


Nevertheless, the material offers constitutes im- 
portant contribution our literature Soviet theater. 
gives new insight into the literary policies the 
Soviet Communist party and into the comedy genres, 


and characters which they engender and 
tolerate. 

Institute Russian Studies, 
eech Fordham University, 

New York, New York 

The 
mise Caldwell, John Children Calamity 

Day. 191p. $3.50. 
John Caldwell takes the reader worldwide tour 
the orphaned, the abandoned, the illegitimate and 
was destitute children, tragic victims war occupa- 
poverty and neglect. The picture presents 
both pretty one, especially that the approximately 
Japanese children American soldier fathers. 
fate, difficult now, will become more difficult 
which does not recognize them want them. 

The universality child’s needs strikingly pre- 
ented this book. Love, security, affection are 

American city. 

Anyone interested children, whether parent 

professional person, will find much disturb him 
book. one point, however, which in- 

terested this reviewer. Throughout the narrative, the 
100; speaks the Christian Childrens’ Fund and its 
Protestant missionary groups, but almost always 
nilar relation the help they receive from this Fund. 
parenthetically does even mention that other 
are active this field. 
ually account the plight the world’s children, 
and stirring book. account total religious 
sectarian facts, rather lopsided and incom- 
all Perhaps might better have been titled, “What 
Christian Childrens’ Fund Doing For Children.” 
over, 
the Dr. William (Editor) 
vade How Understand the Opposite Sex 
Nov. 15,1956. 192p. $2.95. 
aced time ago Dr. William Menninger, collabora- 
with some the contributors the present book, 
mak- out book How Successful Teen- 
ence, This work aimed rather the young adult. 
published separately. Covered are such 
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items understanding the opposite sex, enjoying leisure 
time, understanding behavior and fears. These last 
two subjects are treated Spurgeon English and Franz 
Alexander. 


Since this book merely collection independtly 
written articles, repetitious even some the 
articles the earlier book. The articles are all well- 
written and they hold for high values sex behavior, 
marriage. There may criticism the ground 
that appeals values are social and merely natural 
levels with spiritual basis for behavior mentioned. 
Also, attempt dispel the old bugaboo about 
masturbation cause mental and physical ability, 
the emphasis placed its “normalcy” adoles- 
cence, with reference the morality the act 
per se. These defects would limit recommendation 
this book only the more mature and well instructed 
adult reader. 


Sorokin, Pitirim The American Sex Revolution 
Porter Sargent. Jan. 7,1957. 186p. $3.50. 


This book expansion article written Pro- 
fessor Sorokin 1954, “The Case Against Sex Free- 
dom”; and, although this titled The American Sex 
Revolution, there are included the sex activities 
preliterates, the ancient Greeks and Romans, and all 
through the course history since Christ. While 
there will many who will take exception some 
the conclusions drawn this eminent sociologist, 
doubtful that anyone can successfully confute his 
analysis the revolution American sex behavior 
and the sexualization American culture. 


Dr. Sorokin traces the effects Freudian pan-sexualism 
our literature, painting, music, ethics, religion, 
science, the press and politics. This stinging, bit- 
ing, merciless critique society which has apparently 
chosen worship the shrines sex. Though some 
may dispute the validity Dr. Sorokin’s conclusions 
the effects sexuality, not even the hucksters 
Madison Avenue can deny the accuracy and validity 
his description its manifestations. 


The weakest point this work seems where Dr. 
Sorokin discusses the effects sexual indulgence 
physical health and longevity. His thesis that ex- 
cessive sexual activity impairs bodily health, results 
early death; proof which compares the life 
span ascetics and celibates with that European 
monarchs who were largely libertine conduct and 
devotees sensuality. this point the argument 
limps, rather than runs did the first two 
chapters. 


Two more chapters are devoted discussion earlier 
societies, which, though excellent treatments the 
subject themselves, seem dragged the 
heels into book avowedly concerned with the modern 
American. 

The final chapter the transition from sex anarchy 
sane sex order keeping with the author’s repu- 
tation for scholarly, thoughtful and thought-provoking 
writing. 

Despite its title, this work not likely make the 
best-seller lists. Although intended for the intelligent 
lay-reader, will find responsive chord mostly the 
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mind the serious student society. Certainly 
will make excellent supplemental text sociology 
courses, especially those relating marriage and the 


family. 
John Baldi, M.S.SS., 
University Scranton 


George, Alexander and Juliette 
Woodrow Wilson and Colonel House 
Day. Dec. 28, 1956. 362p. $6.00. 
This book’s publication date coincided with the one 
hundredth anniversary the birth Thomas Wood- 
row Wilson, president the United States from 1912 
1920. The centennial year produced some mawkish 
literary revival Wilson’s contributions educator 
and political leader. The Georges have added the 
vast collection Wilsonia this personality study 
Wilson and Colonel Edward Mandell House. Friends 
Wilson will not pleased with it. The Georges 
have torn the “Princeton schoolmaster” 
However, they have dealt gently with the Texas colonel 
(honorary title). House pictured perfect “yes- 
man.” padded Wilson’s ego and, while disagreeing 
privately, rarely challenged the President major 
issue. 


Woodrow Wilson’s boyhood was dominated 

father. The Reverend Joseph Wilson manipulated 
young Woodrow’s career suit his educational tastes. 
elementary training, young Woodrow was beset with 
difficulties: was shy, diffident, given extreme day- 
dreaming, rarely played with other boys and longed 
for the friendship women. Throughout his life, 
Wilson was solaced the kind words and letters 
female companions. 


The Georges claim that Wilson could not abide opposi- 
tion. had dominate; and friends like John Grier 
Hilben were dropped casually cigarette butt 

once their views differed from Wilson’s 


This study emphasizes three planes Wéilson’s life. 
The first, his academic career, which Princeton was 
the focal point. The authors spend entirely too much 
time rehashing the West-Wyman-Wilson dispute over 
the location the Princeton Graduate School. There 
doubt that academic minds can waste more valu- 
able time quibbling about building locations, seating 
arrangement, and committe reports than any other 
professional body. But, while Wilson was shabby 
his treatment Dean West, helped change Prince- 
ton from country club first-rate University. 


The book then moves Wilson’s conflict with 
Senator Smith New Jersey. Here again the authors 
point out how Wilscn dropped his Democrat Party 
sponsors achieve personal glory governor the 
“Garden State.” Chapter Five, Colonel House 
meets Wilson and the long friendship and correspond- 
ence between the two begins. House kept diary and 
oozes praise House refused 
every job offered him Wilson, preferring remain 
private citizen and Wilson’s trouble-shooter abroad. 
longed head the American delegation Paris 
and tried persuade Wilson remain home, like 
McKinley; but Wilson was adamant his determina- 
tion head the delegation himself and fight for per- 


George Jean-Aubry 


sonal glory well for world peace. David Lloyd 
George quoted Wilson having said, “Why has 
Christ far not succeeded inducing the World 
follow His teaching these matters? because 
taught the ideal without devising any practical means 
attaining it. That the reason why proposed 
practical scheme carry out His aims” (p. 230). 


The failure Wilson win ratification the Treaty 
known every This phase the book 
need editing. Lodge’s statement that Wilson 
was the worst president the United States, with the 
possible exception James Buchanan regards 
first term meaningless and futile. 


Alexander and Juliette George feel that Wilson wanted 
third term. his physical condition, the time 
that could become question, did not have the 
strength walk. Wilson was through 
life story teaches many lessons and the authors have 
done fine job emphasizing the little slips personal 
relations that man makes while serving the people. 
Their conclusions are that Wilson should have 
promised with Dean West, with the Italians, and with 
Henry Cabot Lodge. should have listened the 
professional politicians and mixed more the market 
place. Inference made that the second Mrs. Wilson 
gave the “kiss death” both House and the faithful 
Tumulty. Scholars their classrooms, accustomed 
ordering schoolboys about should 
Human nature great Did Wilson ever 
discover The Georges think not. 


Frank Brown, 
University Scranton 
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Jean-Aubry, Gérard The Sea Dreamer 
Doubleday. Jan. 321p. $4.50. 


There may some danger that Joseph Conrad, all too 
late discovered writer, may all too soon 
gotten. less than hundred years since his birth, 
less than thirty-five since stopped writing, yet the 
enthusiasm for him seems far less than his genius 
has deserved. Perhaps this translation (by Helen 
Sebba) Gérard Jean-Aubry’s biography comes 
most opportune time revive interest Conrad dur 
ing this centennial his birth. not exhaustive 
biography, leaving, does, much Conrad’s mental 
life unexplored, but the same token not 
hausting. does not answer all the questions about 
Conrad but tells his story interestingly and accurately. 


Jean Aubry took upon himself real task and 
quitted himself biographer Conrad must 
face two serious difficulties: first that many the most 
valuable letters his life, those addressed his uncle, 
were destroyed the Russian communists one 
their pillagings Poland; second, that has 
written interestingly about his own life that 
rapher can scarcely hope emulate him. 
Aubry has some extent overcome the first difficulty 
printing many the uncle’s replies letters 
ten him; has dealt with the second frequently 
leting Conrad speak for himself. addition, has 
pieced together all the information that could gather 
from other sources, has linked the novels this most 
autobiographical novelists events his 
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and has tied the whole mass material together into 
acompact, intelligible story. 


Certainly this biography much fuller and more satis- 
fying than any the sketches appreciations Con- 
rad that have appeared. doubtful, though, that 
biography brief this one is, and little given 
below the surface, merits the epithet 
“definitive” which has been affixed the title. How- 
ever that term defined strictly, connotes fairly 
thorough exploration the subject’s mind, and 
has not gone very deeply into the mind 
Conrad. The symptoms unrest are all here, and the 
irritations, all the surface matters that even the less 
intimate the novelist’s acquaintances might have 
discovered; these are vaguely related Conrad’s an- 
cestry and his sufferings behalf martyred Poland, 
but there attempt get the inner complexity 
the man, revelation his basic attitudes toward 
this extent the biography shallow. Then, 
too, the years success speed by; the reader scarcely 
catches glimpse the novelist the height his 
fame. 


The very defects which make one hesitate call this 
Conrad definitive may happily serve recom- 
readable book and does give full chronological 
account its subject’s activities; and though its greatest 
usefulness systematic arrangement knowledge 
which can gained through the novels and Per- 
Record, may also the means introducing 
Conrad those unfortunate enough not know him, 
making him more attractive those whose ac- 
quaintance with him slight. could serve 
excellent companion volume the Conrad Argosy. 


slight errors are perhaps attributable the trans- 
lator: Conrad one place given the name John; 
distant cousin becomes aunt the 
pace one page; one two sentences are syntacti- 
cally indefensible. The author, the other hand, 
must accept the blame for the occasionally excessive 
expression and for giving Conrad 
adislike for living the sea just after has pictured 
him giving up, with reluctance and only accession 
the demands his health, his home the coast 


Brittany. 
William Hill, 


Collins, Thomas 
Scotland: The Life and Times 
John Ogilvie 
Macmillan. Jan. 29,1957. 268p. $4.50. 
1615 Blessed John priest and Jesuit, died 
martyr Scotland caught the crossfire bit- 
theological debate between Suarez-Bellarmine and 
lames England the divine right kings. Bested 
Europe’s most celebrated controversies, the 
monarch retaliated, would seem, hanging 
his adversaries’ confreres who had recently been 
during daring apostolic foray into the High- 
ands, 


Thomas Collins explores the historical setting with 
sense the ironic. his conclusion that 
nitially the Reformation Scotland was minority 
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movement and not, usually reported, the spontane- 
ous and universal revolt the Scottish nation. far 
the influential lay leaders were concerned, was 
conceived avarice, brought forth spoliation 
church property, and clung fear. The fear was 
that any return the ancient Faith meant the return 
the property its rightful owners. Not religious 
conviction, therefore, but fear and the common people’s 
lack enthusiasm for the new Kirk explain the viru- 
lent propaganda the period. 


Collins excells his narration Ogilvie’s trial. Ar- 
rested, charged with treason, tortured (for instance, 
eight days and nights without sleep), Ogilvie was sub- 
jected withering, relentless attack upon his faith 
the prosecution. propaganda device calculated 
discredit the Jesuits and the Catholic Church, the 
whole wearisome farce backfired. charm, his 
enduring courage and his quick sense humor won 
the admiration and affection his jailors, the populace 
Glasgow, and his executioner; fact, the day 
was hanged, the entire city went into mourning. 


The book, illustrated and with two appendices, should 
much spread the brave story man who de- 
serves better known today. For John Ogilvie died 
early victim the heresy—State absolutism—that 


flourishes our time. 
William Walsh, S.J., 
Baltimore, Maryland 


Baldwin, William Mau-Mau Man Hunt 


Dutton, 1957. 252p. $3.95. 


Mr. Baldwin, footloose young American adventurer 
straight out B-movie, spent months Kenya 
fighting the Mau Mau with the British, because 
happened simultaneously broke and curious. His 
book, while supplying some enlightening first-hand de- 
tails the jungle war against the terrorists, pretty 
much the literary level the men’s magazines. 
lacks blonde heroine, sure; but includes prac- 
tically everything else, down battle with man- 
eating red army ants. 


When the author not describing the action, which 
consists mostly bloody ambushes and feverish patrol 
chases through the bush, telling Mau Mau 
atrocities and how the only good terrorist dead 
one. would hard deny the incredible horror 
rebel brutality and debauchery; but perhaps the most 
revealing thing about the book the dreadful effect 
the fighting had Mr. Baldwin and his associates: 
their airy contempt for Africans even friend- 
ones; their cavalier disposal helpless prisoners. 
The author relates with positive pleasure how shot 
one victim through the eye, stabbed another because 
not shoot him.” 


sum, this the story some brave and virile soldiers 
doing dirty job, but becoming dirtied the job. 
The style well-peppered Mickey Spillane and bluntly 
bereft human compassion. certainly unsuitable 
for general reading; and would seem too 
strong meat for most adults. 


James Arnold, 
Sacramento, California 


usual, this Perry Mason escapade makes speed 
what lacks plausibility. This time the slick crimi- 
nal lawyer engaged three different clients for the 
defendant very questionable hit-and-run death. 
All Perry’s visitors have strong personal reasons for 
seeing Tom Balfour free. But complications! 
exhumation reveals the victim has bullet his head. 
(Pedestrians get coming and going these days!) 
maybe there more the case than first appeared— 
which the usual format for 
The inevitable denouement gives the legal eagle 
chance for the usual cartoon pyrotechnics which are 
part-and-parcel the Mason saga. 


Marquand, John Stopover: Tokyo 
Little, Brown. Jan. 21,1957. 313p. $3.95. 
novel the eminent Mr. Marquand might 
deserve fuller mention than normally give candi- 
dates for this department. But this return 
Moto who was the genius his creator’s early success 
hardly deserves longer mention. Mr. Moto remains 
the inscrutably able and perceptive and slightly hissing 
super-detective was before Japan made itself un- 
popular invading China and then clobbering Pearl 
Harbor. The central figure this Jack Rhyce, 
member highly secret governmental agency, (FBI 
CIA?), sent Tokyo investigate Russian at- 
tempt stage anti-American propaganda after con- 
trived political assassination. joined San Fran- 
cisco Ruth Bogart, another agent. They meet 
enigmatic big fellow from “the South” during stop- 
over Wake Island; run into him again Tokyo. 
Big Ben the contact man for the Russian Skirov? 
Who the victim marked out for assassination? When 
Ruth kidnapped and held extort promise from 
Jack heme, will abandon his project save 
And whose side this mysterious Mr. Moto? 
good fun and just good, not even much better, 
than the Mr. Moto stories twenty more years ago. 


Hansen, Robert Mark Three for Murder 
Mill-Morrow. Jan. 21,1957. 255p. $2.95. 

Background makes this murder mystery better than 
run-of-the-mine. Action takes place the Vermont 
Green Mountains inn called Turkey Hill, where 
airlines pilot comes get some deer hunting 
during vacation which planning also use 
convince his girl friend, Judy, marry him. Man-trap 
Mavis Marshall winds dead old well during 
torrential rainstorm which maroons all guests. There 
are two more killings before the culprit pinned down. 
The only one who really gets away unscathed Old 
Slew-foot, big deer our hero had marked down his. 


Herber, William The Almost Dead 
Lippincott. Jan. 23,1957. 222p. $2.75. 


Stacy Andrews has decided quit the law firm 
has been with because seems offer nothing more 


Gardner Marquand Hansen Herber Simenon Best 

Pocket Print and Reprint 
lished 
M.C Editor Old Man Hardy, his boss, has him picked for the $0.25; 
John Coppinger, getting back millionaire Hammeck’s wife, captured Life, give 
Gardner, Erle Stanley Case the Lucky Loser held hostage Paris the communists who (#931, 
Morrow. 242p. $2.95. list names. Stacy goes Paris, pursued Dell First 
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meck’s sultry daughter Anne, Old Man Hardy and 
assistant, Ellen Dorman. Stacy gets caught the toils 
and almost dead before manages escape, rescue 
the lady, find true love and return his job with the 
seemed bit labored times and the 
practiced hand may able finger the guilty before 
the author would like. But fun enough. 


Simenon, Georges The Methods 
Doubleday. (Crime Club Selection) Jan. 17, 1957. 
$2.95. 


The phlegmatic and redoubtable Inspector 
leaves rain-dreary Paris for the sun drenched island 
Porquerolles off the south France the Mediter. 
ranean inquire into the death old lag who had 
boasted, the night before was killed, that 
friend Maigret. The Inspector feels somewhat 
hampered the presence Englishman sent from 
Scotland Yard observe Maigret’s methods solving 
crime. Maigret’s methods seem, even him, 
what fumbling and slow; but comes with the 
answer the problem and ties everything nicely 
after leisurely talk and much wine-bibbing along with 
his pipe-smoking. The prolific Simenon spinning out 
short story into novelette with his usual skill. But 
the tale thin, just the same. 


POCKET PRINT AND REPRINT 


Westerns 

Ten Ernest Haycox’s short stories cowhands, 
sheriffs, etceteri, are included The Last Rodeo, 
(Pocketbook #1148, $0.25c; I), reprint the Little, 
Brown edition January, James Keene’s The 
Texas Pistol puts frontier hero into Texas where there 
were still Injuns aroamin”, along with Mexican raiders 
make things hum for settlers, (Dell #930, $0.25; 
Rustler’s Bend Will Ermine mixes cattlemen, 
rustlers, gold strike for its plot line, (Dell #932, $0.25; 
Foreman’s Lone Hand stacks the cards 
against Mace Sabath and lets him get away from 
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Broken Butte Harry Sinclair Drago pits 
cowboy against crooked sheriff feud, 
Hangtown Ballantine original, (#181, $0.35; 
other original from Ballantine Elmer Kelton’s 
Wagons, time 1873 the Oklahoma Territory, (#187, 
$0.35; I), and seems sure fare for the films Timed 
for the release the movie the text Richard 
Nash’s successful play, The Rainmaker, (Bantam 
#1559, $0.25; the 
Mysteries was 
There are eight entries from Dell, beginning with 


liam Sloane’s The Unquiet Corpse, (originally 
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The Edge Running Water), chilly mix- 


science-experiment and plain horror, (#928, 


$0.25; IIb) George Harmon Coxe’s Never Bet Your 
Life, gives murder Florida underworld background, 
$0.25; Ila) Frank Kane’s Key Witness 
Dell First edition, tough background and character, 
$0.25; The Bride Wore Black Cor- 


nell Woolrich the first reprints Dell’s projected 


“Great Mystery Library,” (D-186, $0.35; IIa) Craig 
Rice’s Trial Fury, (D-187, $0.35; and Vera 
Caspary’s Laura, (D-188, $0.35; Ila), are numbers 
and the same “Library.” 


Two others from Dell are Bill Gault’s Murder the 
Raw, (originally titled Ring Around Rosa), which 
part, and displays unwarrantedly cheap 


Dead Stop, (which was Dark Road 1946) 


uncannily astute Insurance claim agent solve 


where wife murdered her spouse faking 


accident, (#929, $0.26; 


Ben Benson’s Broken Shield features New England set- 
and State Policeman Ralph Lindsey, (Bantam 
$0.25; Erle Stanley Gardner’s Perry 
Mason and company solve The Case the Fugitive 
Nurse, (Pocketbook #1138, $0.25; Wells’ 
The Invisible Man, written 1898, might listed 
fiction; still one the best chillers, (Pocket- 
Find Robert Hansen involves embezzlement, 
fsheries, body building, boat (Permabook 


cheap title what once was Moonraker; Iam Flem- 
ing, truckles the idiot trade, (Permabook M-3070, 


Fiction 

Doubtless intended parallel the forthcoming release 
movie remake the novel Bantam’s reprint 
Victor Hugo’s The Hunchback Notre Dame 
new translation Lowell Bair, (F-1526, $0.50; III); 
unfortunately, works are still the Index 
Books Jay Williams’ The Siege gaudy 
historical novel century France, longer 
and swashbuckling than history, (Bantam 
$0.35; Aldous Huxley’s 1923 satirical 
Antic Hay, gets the predictable come-on 
but like other novels that vintage, 
its age, (Bantam A-1560, $0.35; IIb) Frieda 
war story, Road Inland, re- 
Combat Nurse; predictable mixture sex and 
illiness (Pocketbook #1147, IIb) And Lonnie 
Coleman’s Company some the same sort 
tuff navy setting, (Dell D-185, $0.35; IIb) Evan 
Hunter’s Quartet that author’s Second Ending 
here Feb. 1956, (Pocketbook C-236, $0.35; 
Pat Frank’s Forbidden Area good adult 
thriller, (Bantam A-1553, $0.35; Ila, cf. Best Sellers, 
April 1956) John O’Hara’s Ten North Frederick, 
(Bantam F-1554, $0.50; cf. B.S., Dec. 15, 1955), 
will shock but basically moral John Fante’s novel 
Full Life finds fun pregnancy, (Bantam, 1574, 
IIb, cf. B.S. June, 1952), and seems timed for 
the movie version The Gentleman Edison Mar- 
was reviewed here February 1956, (Pocketbook 
$0.35; IIb) Anthony West’s Heritage was 
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reviewed here Oct. 15, 1955, (Pocketbook C-235, $0.35; 
fictional life Saint Paul, (GC-38, $0.50; 
reviewed Best Sellers, Oct. 1943 Frank 
O’Rourke’s prize-fighter story The Last Round good 
adult reading, (Permabook M-3069, $0.25; cf. B.S. 
Feb. So, too, Alistair MacLean’s H.M.S. 
Ulysses, (Permabook M-4067, $0.35; cf. B.S., Jan. 
1956). 


Nineteen Tales Terror, edited Whit and Hallie 
Burnett, represents modern writers, all intent 
spine-chilling (Bantam A-1550, 
$0.335; Ila) Robert Penn Warren and Albert 
Erskine jointly edited New Southern Harvest, col- 
lection short stories about the south southern 
writers, including William Faulkner, Truman Capote, 
Eudora Welty, Jessie Stuart, Carson McCullers, Flan- 
nery O’Connor among others; there one story from 
each author, (Bantam F-1556, $0.50; IIa) Tales 
from the White Hart collection “scientific 
tall stories” Arthur Clarke; you like this sort 
thing, you like it; not, otherwise, (Balantine Origi- 
nal #186, $0.35; 


Great Scenes from Great Novels anthology ex- 
cerpts from some novels, including the lengthy chap- 
ter Molly Bloom from Joyce’s Ulysses, and chapters 
parts chapters from such others Moll Flanders, 
Crome Yellow, Don Quixote, Moby Dick, Babbitt, The 
Betrothed, Uncle Tom’s Cabin, Russian, British, French, 
German, Czech, Italian authors are represented, (Dell 
C-105, $0.50; 

Non-Fiction 

The New American Library has published the last two 
the six-volume Mentor “Philosophers” Series. The 
first these two recent publications, The Age Ad- 
venture, edited Giorgio Santillera, (Mentor 
D-184, $0.50; deals with the philos- 
ophers and gives vivid and scholarly picture that 
much-disputed age The other volume, The Age 
Ideology, edited Henry Aiken, (Mentor D-185, $0.50, 
concerns the XIXth century philosophers and 
gives new and very intelligible view the 
nican Revolution” effected philosophy Kant and 
those who followed his starting Point Under the 
Signet colophon are reprinted Anne Morrow Lind- 
bergh’s immensely successful Gfit from the Sea, 
(#1367, $0.35; cf. June 1955) Also 
Monica Baldwin’s Leap Over the Wall, (#1371, 
$0.35; cf. B.S., April 1950), which not sen- 
sational its title would indicate From Mentor 
also Robert Spiller’s The Cycle American Liter- 
ature, (MD-188, $0.50; I), brief but stimulating his- 
tory The Mentor Book Religious 
Verse, edited Horace Gregory and Marya Zatu- 
renska, one those refreshing bargains which digni- 
fies the paper-bound book publishing trade; recom- 
mended all readers this inspiring and delightful 


anthology, 0.50; I). 


Ballantine reprints Bekker’s Defeat Sea, story 
the German World War naval exploits, (#183, 
$0.35; cf. B.S., Sept. 1955) From the same pub- 
lisher The German Raider Atlantis, Captain Bern- 
hard Rogge with Wolfgang Frank, (#184, $0.35; 


Bantam reprints Allen Smith’s forced-humor 
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essays, The the Tail, (#1541, $0.25; B.S., 
Oct. 15, 1955) and Harold Lamb’s Omar Khayyam, 
“life” the warrior who credited with the poesy 
the Rubaiyat, (A-1545, 0$.35; Fletcher Pratt’s 
Short History the Civil War, (originally published 
Ordeal Fire), authentic and reliable introduction 
Civil War studies, (Pocketbook C-7, $0.35; this 
jamin Fine’s study teen-age crime, 1,000,000 Delin- 
quents shattering book recognized authority 
American education, (Signet D-1368, $0.50; 
But one should wary recommending John Lang- 
don Davies’ Seeds Life, “the story sex nature 
from amoeba man”; the unprepared reader’s hands 
may inducive morbid curiosity, (Signet, K-345, 
$0.35; 

The Book Health, edited Bauer, M.D., 
labelled Official American Medical Associa- 
(Dell B-101, $0.35; IIb); sound enough 
most all points; but not authoritative “ethical 
moral” compendium From Medicine Man Freud, 
anthology edited with notes Jan Ehrenwald, 
M.D., with excerpts from Plato, Buddha, Freud, Jung, 
al; but book put into the hands those 
who attempt self-psycho-analysis, (Dell C-103, $0.50; 
III) Hew Eat Better for Less Money amaz- 
ingly good cook-book two men, James Beard and 
Sam Aaron, (Permabook M-4065, $0.35; I), which 
should step menus everywhere The Complete- 
Letter Writer, compiled and edited and 
Mager, (Permabook M-4056, $0.35; I), should handy 
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the office and the home; some the advice 
only sound but amusing Bishop Fulton 
Moods and Truths good reading that will make 
not only think but act higher than natural plane 
(Popular Library #785, $0.25; I). 


There are two paperbound reprints cartoon book 
The Cartoon Treasury, edited Lucy and 
Johnson, suffers from reduction the drawings 
minuscule; one needs reading glass with most 
crowded pages, (Bantam F-1558, $0.50; 
Including Women collection cartoons, som; 
ribald, many unfunny, Charles Preston, (Perm: 


book M-3087, $0.25; 


The Penguin-Pelican colophon offers 
Williams’ The Postage Stamp: Its History and 
tion, which will appeal philatelists would stam 
The Apple Cart, comes hand time, almost, for th: 
revival starring Maurice Evans, (Penguin #12, $0.50; 


The Pocket Library adds its growing number 
prints “classics” with Laurence Sterne’s 
Shandy, (PL-511, $0.50; III) Shakespeare’s Kin; 
Lear, edited Wright and Virginia 
both the Folger Library, (PL-57, $0.35; 
Confessions Jean Jacques Rousseau, edited, 
and prefaced Lester Crocker, (PL-56, $0.35; 
which the Index for Catholic readers Olive 
Goldsmith’s The Vicar Wakefield, (PL-54, 
Jonathan Swift’s Gulliver’s Travels, (PL-51, $0.35 
and The Basic Ideas Alexander Hamilton 
edited Richard Morris, (PL-33, $0.35; I). 
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